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(cont.) 

It is always thrilling for me to hear what other people have 

to say about what we do. If you feel the same way, please 

let your friends, family, colleagues, and e-mail buddies 

know how they can help us. Whether it is making a mone-

tary donation, hosting a table for our gala, volunteering to 

teach a class, or training to be a mentor for one of our la-

dies, we would be so grateful if you would be our mouth-

piece in the community. Itôs passionate folks like Sharon 

who help us to grow.  

 

      -Eva 

Since meeting Dave Ramsey in person, the ladies call 
themselves ñDaveôs Groupies!ò  

                         

A few weeks ago, I sent out an e-mail asking for our sup-

porters to recommend us to receive one of several grants 

being given out by a local foundation. The foundationôs 

website was inviting people to tell them why a particular 

charity should receive their help. I was humbled by the 

efforts and words of Sharon Monett, a wonderful lady I 

met years ago when I spoke to her womenôs group at Me-

ridian Baptist Church. Sharon asked everyone on her e-

mail list to offer us their support. This is what that e-mail 

said: 

 

A Hand Up for Women basically helps women who have 

really been battered by the circumstances of life, some-

times circumstances caused by their own poor choices, 

sometimes by the choices of others. Many of these women 

have completely lost hope of ever finding the way out of the 

"abyss" that has become their lives. A Hand Up takes them, 

assigns them a mentor 

who loves them, prays 

with them, encourages 

them, holds them ac-

countable, and shows 

them something about 

friendship, love, and the 

grace, mercy and hope 

that are found in Jesus. 

The women also go to 

classes---Bible studies, 

life management and job 

readiness classes.  

 

When these women 

"graduate" from the pro-

gram, they are almost 

always changed for life. 

Many are able to get jobs they never dreamed they'd quali-

fy for. Many go on to become mentors themselves; many 

find true friendship and acceptance for the first time in 

their lives. Many come face to face with the grace of God 

and begin to see themselves as He sees them, instead of 

seeing themselves the way the world has labeled them for 

much of their lives. It is a truly awesome, life changing 

program and definitely deserving of any funding they can 

get!  

ï Sharon Monett 

A Hand Up Participants Thank 

Dave Ramsey for ñFinancial Peaceò 

 
Thanks to a grant from the Financial Peace Foundation, we 

have been able to make the Financial Peace University 

program part of our Life Management training for the last 

two years. Dave Rameyôs foundation provided us with 40 

participant kits, plus all the instructor materials and 

DVDôs. Because of what they have learned in these clas-

ses, some of the ladies have saved up their emergency 

funds, implemented a budget, and obtained second jobs in 

order to pay down their debt. 

Earlier this fall, Dave Ramsey made a stop in Knoxville to 

sign and promote his latest book. Instructors Claudia Wise 

and Debbie Sousa took the ladies to meet him to give them 

the chance to thank him in person for helping them to bet-

ter manage their finances. 



                                  MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!! 

 
Sunday, November 13: ñWendel Werner and Friendsò Concert to benefit A Hand Up    For 

Women; Memorial United Methodist Church, 323 North Main Street, Clinton, TN; 6:00 

p.m.  Brooke Smelcer, pictured at right, who will graduate from the program in December 

was a featured soloist at the last Wendel Werner and Friends Concert. 

 

Thursday, November 24: ñHot To Trotò 5k/10k/Fun Run; Parkside Drive. Registration is at 

7:00 a.m., race begins at 7:30, Fun Run at 9:00, awards at 10:00. A Hand Up For Women 

will be one of the charities benefitting from the race. Put that turkey in the oven before you 

leave, come join us at the race (as a volunteer or participant), and the bird will be done when 

you get home! For more information, call 675-3338, or go to www.fleetfeetknoxville.com/

HotToTrot. 

 

Sunday, December 11: A Hand Up For Women 2011Graduation, St. Johnôs Lutheran 

Church, 544 North Broadway; 2:00 p.m. Come congratulate our 2011 program graduates! 

 

Friday, February 24, 2012:  ñHand in Hand Gala, 2012,ò Rothchildôs Catering and Conference Center, 6:30 p.m.  

NOW RECRUITING CORPORATE SPONSORS AND TABLE HOSTS!!!!  

Note: This is a change from the original date of March 2nd. 

What Does $9,000.00 Pay For??? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ 36 seconds of playing time for  

     Peyton  Manning 

 

¶ 180 square feet of the average home  

      in Tennessee 

 

¶ 9 pairs of Prada pumps 

 

¶ 11 nights at the Waldorf Astoria in 

      New York 

 

OR 

It will underwrite the entire cost of our 

gala!!!  

 

WE NEED 9 COMPANIES WHO WILL 

DONATE $1,000.00 

Can you help us find them??? 

FROM ALL OF US AT 

A Hand Up For Women, KCCWJC 

 
At Thanksgiving more than ever, our thoughts 

turn 

gratefully to those who have made our progress 

possible. 

And in this spirit we say, simply but sincerely 

 

Thank You and Best Wishes 

For a Happy thanksgiving! 

 

May the Lord bless you and those you love 

With health, happiness and peace. 

 

 

 

http://www.fleetfeetknoxville.com/HotToTrot
http://www.fleetfeetknoxville.com/HotToTrot


Have Stories, Will Travel! 

 
Are you a member of a church group or Sunday school 

class that is looking for a ministry to invest in? Is there a 

civic, service, or professional group you attend where a 

speaker is featured at each meeting? Are you looking for a 

fun and inspirational presentation for a retreat? We can fix 

you up! 

Our graduates love to tell the stories of how God has per-

formed acts of incredible transformation in their lives, and 

our director is always ready to share her passion for em-

powering broken women to become self-sufficient. There 

are funny anecdotes to talk about, and miracles that will 

bring listeners to tears. Most importantly, you will be in-

spired, encouraged, and challenged to step up and serve. 

Anne Martin of Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church 

summed it up well after Eva Pierce and Amy and Alyssa 

Wilson visited her ladies retreat. ñThank you for not only 

sharing amazing stories, but also the entire premise for A 

Hand Up For Women.ò For information about scheduling a 

speaker, e-mail eva@ahandupforwomen.org or call 865-

219-0104. 

The Cross Point Retreat in Washburn provided a beautiful, 

peaceful setting to talk about the lives transformed at  A Hand 

Up For Women.  

Graduates Continue to 

Give Back 

 
¶ Misty Griffin and Lois Parker 
are serving on our Board of Di-

rectors. 
¶ Beverly Freshour made her second mission trip to Nic-
aragua this summer. 

¶ Amy Wilson and Lynn Wynn have recently done 
speaking engagements on behalf of A Hand Up For 

Women, KCCWJC. 

Executive Director Eva Pierce, Graduate Amy Wilson enjoyed 

lunch and conversation with the ladies from Cedar Springs.  

New board members LaVon Stinson and Lois Parker exchang-

ing ideas with Brad Hood and Cindy Randolph (hidden).   

Jane Haney, Misty Griffin and Diane Gross had a good time at 

the 2011 Board Retreat  

mailto:eva@ahandupforwomen.org

